Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society

December Theme: Choosing Hope

Why (Some) UUs Celebrate Christmas ~ December 7, 2025
* Congregation is invited to rise.

*Gathering Song Where You Go by Shoshana Jedwab
Welcome & Land Acknowledgement Susie Davis Patterson
*Chalice Lighting

We are Unitarian Universalists, who put love at the center.
As we light this chalice today, may the flames remind us that we can
choose to create the light for each other and that creates hope.

Opening Words from A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens Rev. Tricia

Time for All Ages The Birth of Jesus Julia Santerre

Decorating Our Tree

Anthem Beautiful City by Stephen Schwartz, arr. Mac Huff

Children to RE
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Meditation

Milestones and Passages Kathryn Schloff

*Hymn For So the Children Come #1061

Reflection Susie Davis Patterson
Sermon Why (Some) UUs Celebrate Christmas Rev. Tricia Hart
Closing Words The Work of Christmas by Howard Thurman

Extinguishing the Chalice
We extinguish this flame, remembering always to keep Love at the center.

Postlude The Cape Verdean Blues by Horace Silver  Jen Cohen

AFTER THE SERVICE - All welcome to Social Hour in the Ann Ross
Fellowship Hall... and a discussion about today’s service with Rev. Tricia
in the sanctuary.



Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society
Pathways to Connection

Stay in Touch: Complete a Yellow Card to share a milestone & put in an
offering plate; fill out a Pink Card to reach the Caring Network; or a Blue
Sheet if you’re new, so we can be in touch. Cards are in the lobby.

Adult RE: Stories that Got Us this Far series Join us after the service as Rev.
Tricia leads a discussion delving into more UU history. See Abi Sessions or Martha
Fulda with any other adult RE ideas you may have.

We’ll start to sell and put up ornaments on our tree made by our RE kids.
Proceeds benefit the purchase of thermal coats for Green Mountain Justice.

Christmas Eve Pageant participation opportunity Let RE Coordinator Julia
Santerre know if you’d like a part in an adaptation of O’Henry’s Gift of the Magi.
Rehearsals after social hour Sunday Dec 14 & Dec 21. Pageant will be at 4 pm and
followed by another service at 7 pm. Both end with candle lighting & Silent Night.

Gather, Middlebury’s drop-in living room welcomes guests Tues/Thur/Fri (newly
added)/Sat 10-2 at 76 Court St. See Colleen Brown about hosting and Dinah Smith
about offering lunch casseroles.

Addison County Interfaith Affordable Housing Alliance invites you to follow
housing efforts at cvuus.org and by coming to their meeting Wed Dec 10 at 7 pm
and zoom to hear an exciting update from Jean Terwilliger about plans to actively
pursue a development project.

CVUUS Charles Ave Community Cupboard open Thurs/Fri/Sun 9-5 for anyone to
take what they need. Canned & boxed food donations are gratefully received in
the shopping cart by the nametag board. See Hannah or Abi or Mike Greenwood.

Let’s Cook Together Charter House Meal Prep on 2nd Monday of month at 10 am
so THIS Mon Dec 8 & Wed following that at 9:30 am. Community Supper Cookies
for 4th Fri of month by 9:30 am & again right after a major holiday. Thanks
providers! See Blast for sign-up link or Allen Moore, Michele Lowy, Revell Allen.

Music Council invites you to save the date for our next Contra Dance Sun Jan 18
at 3 pm & Valentine’s Day Open Mic Night Sat Feb 14, 7 pm both in sanctuary.

CVUUS building use updates Quilters Potluck, Tues Dec 9, 4:30 PM, Fellowship
Hall. Indivisible Middlebury for this Wed CANCELLED (will meet Jan 14, 4:30 pm)
Bar Mitzvah on Sat Dec 13 CANCELLED. Xmas Singalong, Sun Dec 14, 6:30 PM,
Sanctuary (Midd Comm Chorus only).

Want to receive a weekly update from CVYUUS? Email office@cvuus.org.
Visit uua.org to learn about the wider work of UUA and our affiliates.
Visit cvuus.org to explore our happenings and most current calendar.



